
J&H Meeting 10/18/16 

 
Present- Rachel Westenberg, Mary Connors, Jeane Smits, Kay Schumacher, Mike Westenberg, Jackie 

Thiry  

 

Meeting started with scripture readings from “At Home with the Word” for October 23. Discussion 
question was: "How do the three readings help you center your prayer?" Thoughts included: 

-We usually pray for our favorites, family and friends. However,  Reading 1, reminds us our prayers 

should expand to include all (The Lord is a God of Justice, who knows no favorites).  
-God's covenant with Israel said all have to watch out for each other, especially the widow, the orphan 

and the poor.  

-The second reading reminds me to pray for those who have died. 
-We need to pray for the "sandpaper people" in our life. Those are the ones who rub us the wrong way, 

the ones who are difficult to get along with. Ask God why He put them in our life.  

  

Catholic Social Teaching – Kay shared information on the Organization for Economic Co-operation and 
Development. The mission of OECD is to promote policies that will improve the economic and social 

well-being of people around the world. 35 countries make up their membership with headquarters in 

Paris, France. OECD is concerned about environmental issues. Their belief is that for issues requiring 
large scale reorganization such as the energy or food supply systems, it is essential to create an enabling 

environment for society's members to achieve their full potential.  Greener household behavior can 

combine to create major reductions in waste and water and energy usage. But these incremental moves  
are sometimes overpowered by large structural failure. It was good to see a forum where governments 

work together to seek solutions to common problems. 

 

Parish Council report-  Minutes are posted on the web-site at stmattsgb.org. Parish Council is currently 
collecting snow pants and boots for Tank School. Collection runs until the end of October. Father Bob 

reported it is going well. Stewardship weekend is November 12-13.  

 
Haiti- Kay reported Goldsmith Joseph, the Haitian woman who spoke last year, will be here for two 

weeks. She will divide her time between Wausau, Pulaski and Green Bay. She will be at St. Matthews  

the weekend of October 29-30, but will not speak at mass due to the candle lighting honoring those who 

passed away this past year. Instead people will be invited to stop after mass in the day chapel and hear her 
story of the accomplishments this past year (micro loans, tuition strategy, youth programs). She will also 

show some of the jewelry the children are making to sell. Kay and Goldsmith will be meeting with Father 

Andy from the Norbertine's on a possible grant for the school in Noyau.   
 

Joshua- Joshua recycle fundraiser with Cyber Green, a non-profit division of Cyber Works, made 

approximately $1000 with cash donations and pallets of recycled items. This event is a win-win: provides 
funds for Joshua, reduces landfill and gives people chance to get rid of stuff.  

 

The "sit in" at the county board meeting on the sheriff's presentation for jail expansion went well. County 

supervisors were very supportive and asked the tough questions on the proposed expansion. It was a 
growth opportunity for Joshua's leadership.  The National Institute of Corrections has been asked to come 

in and provide input on what could be done to avoid a jail expansion. This was a primary goal of Joshua's 

sit-in. 
 

Religious Leadership training will be held next week. 

 
Joshua yearly banquet will be held on Friday, November 4 at Gather on Broadway. Tickets can be 

purchased at St. Matthew's or on Joshua's web-site. Speaker will be Jesse Heffernan, a Recovery Coach & 

consultant with 15 years in long term recovery from substance use and mental health. 

 
St. Vincent de Paul- The Dig N Save at 2121 Van Duren St. opened up  the beginning of October. Father 

Bob did the blessing at the opening. $1000 of merchandize was sold the first day. There was a wonderful 



article in the press Gazette on the store. A $75,000 grant from the stadium tax refund for the store made 

the cut from committee. Waiting for final approval.  
 

St. John Homeless Shelter- Plan is to use the symbol of a homeless person lying on a bench in front of 

church at all weekend masses. There will be one mat / bin near the table for sign ups and information 

packets. Kelly ordered and framed the picture, "Homeless Jesus" with the scripture reading "Truly I tell 
you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me." Matthew 

25:40. Father Bob will try to incorporate the need to serve the homeless into his sermon and make 

announcement at end of Mass to stop at table. Mass coverage is 4:30, Jackie & Mary Hoehne (?), 8:30 
Jackie & Kay, 10:30 Jeane & Jackie.   Plan for 10/22-23 weekend includes: 

-Get bench & Shelter brochures      Rachel           

-Ask high school students (3), possibly confirmation candidates  Mike              
-Mat & bin from shelter       Mike 

-Materials for table including signup sheet    Jackie 

-Blanket        Kay 

 
Faithful Citizenship- Display / table will happen on weekend of November 5-6. Goal is to encourage 

people to vote. Plan includes: 

-Put voting  registration form and absentee ballot form request in bulletins  
sent to the homebound. Was done September 24-25.      

-Bulletin announcement asking for volunteers to give rides to polls and those needing rides was done. 

 Margaret taking calls and will track who wants a ride and who will help provide rides.  
- Put early voting info on St. Matt's web site. Also put a bulletin announcement encouraging people to 

vote early.  

-Kay will do display (hang polling chart on rolling display board). Will include signup sheets for those 

needing rides and packets from Wisconsin Catholic Bishops on Faithful Citizenship issued every four 

years.  “Catholic voters should use the framework of Catholic social teaching to examine 

candidates’ positions on issues affecting human life and dignity as well as issues of justice and 

peace, and they should consider candidates’ integrity, philosophy, and performance. It is 

important for all citizens ‘to see beyond party politics, to analyze campaign rhetoric critically, 

and to choose their political leaders according to principle, not party affiliation or mere self-

interest’”(41). Coverage for the weekend masses: 4:30 ? (Mike is a maybe), 8:30 Kay, 10:30 

Jeane 

 

Feed My Starving Children- Six people from St. Matthews volunteered at Green Bay 

Community Church filling food packets for the organization Feed My Starving Children. There 

are currently eleven supporting congregations in Green Bay that fund-raise and help fill the food 

packets. A half million meals were packed in the three days organized by Feed My Starving 

Children here in Green Bay. The cost of each meal is $.23 which are distributed to seventy 

countries. St. Matt's leadership team has decided we will become a supporting parish and will 

fund raise this coming Lent. The intent is to get school children involved.      

       
 

 

Calendar Review: 

-St. John Homeless Shelter weekend 10/22-23 
-Hour Adoration  10/31 

-St. John Homeless Shelter opens November 1. First Sunday of volunteers is November 6. 

-Joshua annual banquet 11/4 
-Faithful Citizenship weekend 11/5-6 

-Fair trade coffee served 11/19-20 

 


